7 ﬂ It's fun to get to experience
V" all these changes over the
course of one year.

It helps us find things that are
special to each of the four seasons.

There are some activities we can only do in
the summer,and others that we can only do in the
winter. In order to keep enjoying all these four

seasons, we have to take care of the environment

around us so that our climate does not

dramatically change. All the plants and animals

in this region of the world have evolved to
coexist with the four seasons.

YOUR TURN ! DRAW YOUR FAVORITE SEASONAL ACTIVITIES
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Wow Woody, you wouldn't
believe the adventure I just
had at the beach!

I love summer!

Summer is a great time
to be outside. At the ocean you
can cool off by going for a swim, but its
important to remember that clean water
starts on land! All of the soil and the
roots in a healthy forest filter water and

help keep it clean whether we are
drinking it or playing in it ‘

Thats how I ended up in the ocean
this time around! I was soaked up by
some soil, then I travelled underground,
got into a river through some wetlands,
and then finally I was in the ocean
catching some good waves.

Look at that, it's already
autumn again.

That sounds fun, Walter.

I can't go to the beach like
you, but I do enjoy the cool
summer breeze in the
forest shade.




Woody! It's warm again!
Everyone is waking up from
their winter hibernation!
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That'’s right, as the weather

starts to warm up many plants start to
have new buds and flowers bloom. All the snow
on the ground from the winter that melted and
refilled our groundwater is an important part of
the forest having what it needs to wake up, plus
we have all the nutrients stored in our roots
being used up now too.
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Hey Woody! Woah,
did you dye your hair ?

No, my leaves always do this when the
seasons change from summer to fall since I'm
a deciduous tree living in a temperate climate.
There are many changes I experience every
year with all of the four seasons.

IS kind of like how I go through the
water cycle of evaporation, condensation,

and precipitation over and over again !
T'll come back in the winter fo see
how the forest changes.

Climate is the weather
condition of an area over
a long period of time!
A temperate climate is
what we have in Rhode

Island where the
temperatures are neither
extremely hot nor cold
and there are four
distinct seasons.
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Woody! I'm back and it's
so cold that I even froze!

Hi Walter, it's good to see you again.
I don't have any more leaves now that
it's winter. All the plants and animals
know that it's time for hibernation until
the weather gets warm again. We still
get precipitation, it’s just sometimes in a
different form of snow in the winter.
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l In the fall, the leaves that fall to the ground from

the trees transfer lots of nutrients to the soil. Then, in
winter, the roots of the trees absorb and store all
those nutrients for later usage in the spring.

In a temperate deciduous forest, theres no one season that gets more precipitation than
others. We get an even amount of precipitation year-round which is important for the
plants and animals of this ecosystem to survive. Other climates have dry seasons and

wet seasons, such as climates in more tropical areas.
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