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Greetings!  The NRICDõs Annual Report 

that we present is a good overview of our 

activities over the past year as we work on 

behalf of the people of Providence County.  

As the outgoing Chair of the NRICD Board 

of Directors, I want to thank all of the 

people who make these accomplishments happen, including our partners, staff, volunteers, and Board 

members. 

But first, some Program highlights.  Our Scituate Reservoir Watershed Education Program is the 

foundation of our success here in northern RI.  With the support of Providence Water, we were able to expand 

the program this year to include the William DõAbate School in Providence, which gives us a connection 

with the urban population that benefits from the conservation and management of the resources out in the 

more rural areas of the state. The theme of this yearõs program, Clean Water Begins At Home, was brought 

to all the 3rd graders in the watershed elementary schools in Scituate, Glocester, and Foster, along with the 

new school in Providence.  We also run the Get Wet program at the Scituate and Ponaganset High Schools.  

We appreciate the support provided by Providence Water, and the program efforts provided by our Education 

Coordinator Molly Allard and District Manager Gina DeMarco.   

The Snake Den Farm continues to grow its mission by adding new farmers and providing support to 

developing farm businesses, and this past year Kate Sayles has worked, with the support of a LASA 

grant, to assist the farmers with creating their own farm management entity so they can better manage 

the farmõs operations independently.  Many thanks to our Farm Manager Kate Sayles and to the 

assistance provided by Matt Tracy.   

As you can see from the 2019 Providence County Activity Report on Page 15 of this report, the NRICD has 

provided technical and pass-through financial assistance to hundreds of farm and forest landowners this 

past year, bringing in 632,003.68 dollars to Providence county landowners for improvements to their 

farms and forests, providing improved conservation of their farms and 

woodlands and the landscapeõs natural resources.    

These successes couldnõt happen without the support of our partners and the 

efforts of our staff.  From the USDA-NRCS and the RI DEM, to folks in 

other Conservation Districts, Providence Water, the local town governments, 

and other non-profits, all these partners are critical to making conservation 

work here in Providence County.  I feel confident in passing along the 

Chairmanship of the Board to other capable hands.  The following pages 

describing our programs and accomplishments are a testament to the 

staffers that work on these programs, and the volunteers that help them out. 

Respectfully, Marc J. Tremblay, CF 

From the desk of the Chairɾ. 



Northern Rhode Island Conservation District 

2018-2019 

Board Of Directors 

Marc Tremblay, Chair, Pascoag 

Dick Went, Vice-Chair, Foster 

Jean Lynch, Johnston 

Matt Tracy, Providence 

Associate Directors 

Paul Dolan, Scituate 

Norm Hammond, Foster 

Paulette Hamilton, North Smithʦeld 

Staʥ 

Gina DeMarco, District Manager 

Kate Sayles, Agriculture and Forestry Coordinator 

Molly Allard, Education and Outreach Coordinator 

Marina Capraro, Agriculture and Forestry Technician 

Gennifer Keller, Urban Agriculture Coordinator 

Annie Ragan, Agriculture and Forestry Technician 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service District Conservationist 

Cassius Spears 

The Northern Rhode Island Conservation District serves the cities and towns of Providence County. Our 

meetings are open to the public and we welcome anyone to attend and consider serving as a volunteer Board 

member. We meet the ʦrst Tuesday of every month at rotating locations. To receive more information or a 

copy of our agenda and minutes, please call 934-0840 or email gdemarco.nricd@gmail.com  

Mission Statement Of NRICD 

The Northern Rhode Island Conservation District fosters a community-based approach to the stewardship of 

northern Rhode islandɶs natural resources through education and outreach into the communities, technical 

assistance, and partnerships with agencies, organizations, and municipalities throughout Providence County. 



2018-2019 NRICD Programming 
Growing Our Ability To Conserve Natural Resources 

NACD Urban  Agriculture Project-The Providence County Urban Growerɶs Leadership Program 

¢ƘŜ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¦Ǌōŀƴ DǊƻǿŜǊǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƪƛŎƪ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀȅΣ нлмфΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΣ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ 
ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  

¢ƘŜ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¦Ǌōŀƴ DǊƻǿŜǊǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōƻǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΣ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƭǝƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ϷмΣолл ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǝǇŜƴŘΣ ŀƴ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 

DǊƻǿŜǊǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¦Ǌōŀƴ DǊƻǿŜǊǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƴƛƴŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΣ 
ǘŜƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƴŜ ŜŀƎŜǊ 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎΦ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΦ  hƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ нлмфΦ !ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bwL/5 ¦Ǌōŀƴ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ 
DŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ YŜƭƭŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ-ǘŜǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŀƴ ƻǇǝƻƴŀƭ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ 
ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 
bwL/5 ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƴŜǿ 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

Katie Murphy of project partner Groundwork Rhode Island 

leads a composting workshop for program participants 


